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From the Director’s Desk  
  
 

     
Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles-Boston Academy of Learning. A 
question that I am asked frequently is: “How many students are enrolled at the Academy?” 
Like all schools, our enrollment changes from day to day with students relocating from one 
school to another, or from one parish to another. However, most of our course offerings are 
not conducive to adding students during the school year as they are primarily project-based 
classes that build upon skills learned earlier in the class. The curriculum delivery method of 
some of our courses is also different from most schools since we offer online courses, 
courses after regular school hours, and courses taught on other school campuses by 
itinerant teachers based at the Academy. We aren’t your typical school.  
 
 Students taking Academy courses arrive from several high schools and middle schools at 
different times during the school day so there isn’t any one time during the day when all of 
our students are on campus together. In fact, some students don’t arrive on campus at all 
as their classes are being taught online! Remember, students remain enrolled at their home 
school and return to their home school at the conclusion of their class period. Our classes 
are taught in either two or three hour blocks to accommodate each student’s individual 
schedule and to coordinate with their home school’s bell schedule. Some of our classes are 
even taught on different days during the week. We depend upon the school counselors to 
help put together the pieces of the puzzle when building a student’s class schedule. We 
also depend upon the Transportation Department to deliver our students to us and return 
our students to their home school in a timely manner. 
 
 During our first year of operation (2007-2008) we were able to reach 179 students during 
the regular school year through the four components of the LCB Academy. It was during 
that first year that we gathered data from counselors to help determine which courses 
needed to be offered to help meet the needs of our students. For the 2008-2009 school 
year, through enhanced offerings, we were able to reach 392 students during the regular 
school year. This school year (2009-2010) we are reaching 508 students. 
 
 Two of our more successful programs during the regular school year have been the Music 
Mastery courses and the 8th period courses. Currently, our Music Mastery program serves 
175 students in middle and high school. These courses, taught through the Fine Arts 
Academy, allows students to explore and expand their range of musical experiences under 
the direction of band directors that might not be from their own school. This allows them to 
experience different styles of music and instruction. Our 8th period courses, which are 
taught from 4:15 PM – 7:00 PM on Mondays and Thursdays, have shown steady increases 
in enrollment. We anticipate that as the various diploma tracks for students are fully 
implemented, our 8th period classes will provide more and more opportunities for earning 
the necessary credits to ensure on-time graduation.  
 
 I hope this helps you better understand how we are striving to elevate and enhance the 
educational opportunities for all Calcasieu Parish students. 
 
 
 
 



Scenes from LCBA 

 

Opinion Poll:  Do you think that it’s 
important to make a New Years Resolution? 
 

  
Donna C. 

Yes, I feel it’s 
very important 
to make and 
follow through 
with a New Years 
Resolution. 

Kade J. 
I think it is very 
important because 
some people like to 
strive for goals. If 
you can reach that 
certain goal it 
brings a feeling of 
great 
accomplishment 
thus motivating 
that person’s 
intuition. 

Kyndra M. 
Yes, because it 
can help you 
make right 
choices 

Lori C. 
Yes I think it is 
important. It 
helps you make 
right choices and 
to be a better 
person. 

~ by Jamarick V. 

 

 
_________________________________________________________ 

What is it like taking an 8th period 
class? ~by Marshawna G. 
I have been going to LCBA since the summer I got out of 8th 
grade. Previously, I only took summer courses, taking two 
courses each summer. This is my first year taking an 8th 
period class. At first I expected it to be easy, just going to the 
class, paying attention, and doing my work, but it was more than I expected. I 
had to do homework, lots of it, during the week to make up for all the time 
that we didn’t have since we only get to go to class one day a week.  

I am taking Digital Media on Monday afternoons. It is a project-based course 
that allows students to creatively express themselves through web design, 
digitalized graphics and audio, print media, digitalized still and motion video, 
computer animation, and other newly emerging forms of digital media. Even 
though taking this class is not as easy as I thought it would be, I still enjoy it a 
lot. It is fun and also provides me with an opportunity to earn three 
certifications in Adobe.        
 
 

 

  
 



 

Career and Technical News 
 

Pharmacy Tech:  Students are slowly easing their way into learning the 
Top 200 Drugs-----80 down, 120 to go.  The classes seem to be progressing at 
a good pace and are moving into Types of Dosages and Drug Delivery Systems 
 
Forensics:  We are wrapping up lessons on Fingerprinting and getting 
ready for BLOOD....ooh----perfect timing with "NEW MOON" coming to 
theaters!!!  We will begin our unit on DNA and blood spatter when we return 
from the break. 

 
First Responder class would like to thank WARD 2 FIRE DIST 1 also 
known as the Bell City- Hayes fire department for spending all day Nov the 6th 
testing our skills! THANK YOU!!!!!!!!      Steve, Pat & Kim 
 
The First Responder class would like to announce that we have six new State 
Certified First Responders! 
Five are from the morning class….Dylan, Adam, Dustin, Shawn, Malcolm 
One is from the afternoon class Michael 
WE ARE PROUD!!  But onward & upward with more certifications to go. 
 

 
 

 
Sports Medicine students working on CPR Certification 
 

 
 



 

Christmas Facts 
There are many fun facts 
about Christmas about how 
the long-lasting traditions 
were started. Most of these 
facts remind us that there is 
more to Christmas time than 
presents with oversized bows, 
mistletoe hanging under your 
door frame, and a giant tree in 
the middle of your living 
room.  

 
 The word Christmas is Old 

English, a contraction of 
Christ's Mass. 

 The first president to 
decorate the white house 
Christmas tree in the 
United States was Franklin 
Pierce. 

 Electric lights for trees 
were first used in 1895 

 It's a Wonderful Life" 
appears on TV more often 
than any other holiday 
movie 

 “Rudolph" was actually 
created by Montgomery 
Ward in the late 1930's for 
a holiday promotion.  

 “Jingle Bells" was first 
written for Thanksgiving 
and then became one of 
the most popular 
Christmas songs. 

 If you received all of the 
gifts in the song "The 12 
Days of Christmas", you 
would receive 364 
presents. 

 The first state to recognize 
the Christmas holiday 
officially was Alabama. 

 

Computer Networking:  Students were given the task of designing a 
network connecting two office locations. One office was in Lake Charles and the 
other Westlake and each office had three computers. All of the computers on 
both networks must be able to share files with each other. The first student to 
accomplish this task was presented a genuine gold plated plastic “High Five” 
trophy. 

Network design winners: Block 1, Michael H. and Block 2, Dalton G. 
 
 

Digital Media/Web Design: The students are busy little bees.   
They have lots of projects to complete before the Christmas holidays.   
 

 

 Brochures for the LCBA teachers 

 A Memory Movie to give for Christmas 

 Studying for Adobe Photoshop certification 

 This school newsletter 

 

 

Our Early Childhood Education class is conducting observations at 
JD Clifton HeadStart and Pearl Watson Elementary.  They are observing how 
the class operates and are exploring the many responsibilities of the classroom 
teacher.  They are very excited to begin interacting with the students and 
teaching their own lessons in the classroom during the spring semester.  We 
have really been enjoying decorating our hallway for Christmas! 
 
Our STAR students took a day off from working in their cooperating classrooms 
to go on a tour of McNeese State University.  They were provided a personal 
look at the campus through a guide from the enrollment information center 
and were introduced to faculty from the education department.   

 

 



Mr. Brown’s AP World History 
classes learn about Medieval 
Times…… Alex, where’s your 
horse? 

 

 

 

“Art is fun” 

 

 

Advanced Studies News 

ESL High School:  During the third six weeks, the ESL intermediate 
high school students studied fables, and each student wrote an original fable.  
The ESL beginning high school students are studying 
the rain forest and learning about conservation of 
natural resources.  For some of the ESL students, this 
Thanksgiving was their first in the United States; 
therefore, we talked about Thanksgiving and did some 
internet research on the November holiday.  We have 
students from China, Colombia, Mexico, Palestine, 
Jamaica, Bangladesh, and Puerto Rico. 

 
ESL Middle School:  Some Pilgrims are 
attending classes at The Academy!  International 
students in the middle school ESL class have 
concluded they are modern "pilgrims" on their own 
journey in America!  To celebrate their cultures and 
the melting pot in the U.S., students created pilgrim 
dolls dressed in their native costumes and presented 
reports on holidays in their countries. Their dolls now 
decorate the class immigrant Christmas tree. 

 

Fine Arts News 
Students in the Talented Art classes are 
transferring their Kandinsky Line art designs they 
created onto a clay slab.  Clock works will be installed in 
the completed works. Pictured below are Andrew and 
Michael applying underglazes to their clay design.  Their 
work will be painted with an overglaze and fired in a kiln 
to about 1900 degrees.  The result will be a “ceramic” 

art clock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3-D design classes are working with knee high stockings, wire, and floral 
foam to create abstract sculptures like the one pictured at the right.   
 
 
Devin and Sheree are applying primer to their 
creations.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
I am a senior at Sulphur 
High School.  I am in the 
top 5% of my class and 
carry a 4.0 grade point 
average, with the majority 
of all of my high school 
courses being gifted or AP.  
I have played soccer for 
Sulphur High for four years 
and have started for the 
varsity team since I was a 
sophomore.  I am also a 
member of National Honor 
Society and serve as 
Historian for the Student 
Council. 
 As for college, I am 
going to pursue a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering, 
followed by a Master’s 
degree in Aerospace 
Engineering.  I have been 
accepted to LSU’s Honors 
College, but I have not 
made the final decision on 
where I will attend.  I am 
also considering Texas A&M 
and Louisiana Tech. 

 

 

 

 

 
Meet Mrs. Blalock (full-time Teacher Spotlight) -     
Around the world in eight years!  Gerry Blalock, middle school English-as-a-
Second Language teacher at LCB Academy, has traveled the world through her 
international students without ever boarding an airplane!  For four years she 
was ESL Coordinator for The Literacy Council of SWLA and for two years taught 
international students at McNeese.  Also before returning to CPSB in ESL, 
Gerry taught ELA and French at LaGrange Middle and S.J. Welsh Middle, where 
in 2000 she was “Teacher of the Year” for the school and Runner-up in the 
parish as well as being named “Reading Teacher of the Year”.  In Tennessee 
she taught middle school math in three schools and in Houston was a 
substitute teacher. She graduated summa cum laude from McNeese with an 
elementary degree and earned a Second Language Specialist in French. From 
Louisiana Tech she received Adult Education and ESL certifications. Gerry has 
served on many parish curriculum committees and has always loved to share 
her ideas with other teachers. She was instrumental in writing a bill in the 
Louisiana legislature for teachers and signed it with Gov. Foster. She says one 
joy of teaching is seeing her many grown-up, adult students in the community 
while shopping! 
  

 

Meet Mr. Brown 
 

As a Heisman Trophy hopeful, Ken 
Brown learned an appreciation for 
being part of a great team, which is 
why he is happy to be part of the 
faculty teams at the LCB-Academy 
and Sulphur High.  After practicing 
law for approximately ten years, 
Ken followed his heart and made 
the switch to teaching.  He has 
taught at Washington-Marion 
(where he also coached baseball) 
and currently teaches gifted 
Civics/Free Enterprise and AP World 
History at LCB and AP US History at 
Sulphur High.  When not teaching 
Ken enjoys spending time with his 
wonderful wife and three children 
(ages 1, 7, and 10) and attempting 
to shoot anything furry that moves 
in the woods. 

 


